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Statement of Significance ,
Date of Construction ",18",9-,-1 Architect J Engineer I Builder _

o In the opinion of the surveyor, this property appears to meet Ihe cnterla of the National Register of Historic Places

o In the opinion of the surveyor, this property is located in a potential historic district (National and I or loca/).

One of the most ornate of the eastside Queen Anne Style homes, the house was built about 1891 by George and Mary Byrd who took
out a mortgage for $1,800. Probably affected by the depression of 1893, the house was sold in 1896 to J. M. Robinson. Mrs. John
C. Ross bought it from him in 1906. She then sold it to Cap Reinhart who in turn sold it back to her after she married Capt. Volney
Young who married Mrs. Ross in 1909. Cap Reinhart repurchased the house in 1921-22. Born in Olympia in 1856, Reinhart was
educated in California and Oregon. He worked for a number of newspapers in Washington and Oregon. In 1893 he became Clerk of
the Washington Supreme Court, a position which he held until his death in 1934. He was a mayor of Olympia from 1899-1901. His title
of "Captain" came from his role as organizer of the Washington National Guard Regiment in Olympia. Listed on Olympia Heritage
Register, and the National and State Register.

Description of Physical Appearance

The Byrd House is an ornately-detailed, two-and-one-half-story wood frame structure, built in the Queen Anne style and resting on a
later concrete block foundation. The tall hipped and gabled roof is covered with composition shingles and has narrow eaves with a
molded cornice; the gables have dentillated cornices, and narrow pent roofs at their bases. Walls are clad with drop siding and
cornerboards, with hexagonal shingles in the gables, and a band of square and octagonal shingles between the stories curves out at its
base. At the southwest front corner is a two-story porch; the first story has chamfered posts and a stickwork balustrade and cornice
panels, and the second story has turned posts with spindlework cornice panels. On the first story is the paneled main entry door with
its transom. Below the front gable is a two-story polygonal bay, with brackets and pendants below the second story cornice. Another
bay below the east gable has a polygonal first story with similar brackets and pendants beneath the squared second story. Windows
are tall, narrow double-hung sash with one-over-one lights and plain surrounds, and the gables feature oblong windows with borders of
small square panes. A modern one-story covered porch and deck extend from the rear of the house. The house is maintained in
good condition.

Major Bibliographic References

Pioneer Title Company Records
Information from Imogene Ross, daughter of Mrs. John C. Ross.
Stevenson, Shanna "Victorian Olympia Walking Tour," 1981.
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Statement of Significance:

Date of Construction:
Architect/Builder.
Historical Significance:

(Reference names. dates, events, areas of significance/study
unit themes) r-ca. 1891

,.

One of the most ornate of the east side Queen Anne Style homes, the house was built about
1891 by George and Mary Byrd who took out a mortgage for $1800. Probably affected by the
depression of 1893, the house was sold in 1896 to J. M. Robinson. Mrs. John C. Ross
bought it from him in 1906. She then sold it to Cap Reinhart who in turn sold it back to
her after she married Capt. Volney Young who married Mrs. Ross in 1909. Cap Reinhart
repurchased the house in 1921-22.

Born in Olympia in 1856, Reinhart was educated in California and Oregon. He worked for a
number of newspapers in Washington and Oregon. In 1893 he became Clerk of the Washington
Supreme Court, a position which'he held until his death in 1934. He was a mayor of

• Olympia frol 1?99-l98l. H1s·~itle gf "Capt,in" came from his role as organizer of theWaSh1nQton at10nal uard Keg1ment 1n OIymp1a.
Additional O•• ~n~~onoT 'Physical ppeafanC8 & Significant Archileclural Feature.:
(~rchllectural 8lgnlflcance; can Include interior & site features; address integrity

reeues specifically)

The Reinhart House is an ornately-detailed, two-and-one-half story wood frame structure, built in the Queen Anne style and resting on a later concrete
block foundation. The tall hipped and gabled roof is covered with composition shingles and has narrow eaves with a molded cornice; the gables have
dentillated cornices, and narrow pent roofs at their bases. Walls are clad with drop siding and cornerboards, with hexagonal shingles in the gables, anda band of square and octagonal shingles between the stories curves out at its base. At the southwest front corner is a two-story porch; the first storyhas chamfered posts and a stickwork balustrade and cornice panels, and the second story has turned posts with spindlework cornice panels. On the firststory is the panelled main entry door with its transom. Below the front gable is a two-story polygonal bay, with brackets and pendants below the
second-story cornice. Another bay below the east gable has a polygonal first story with similar br-ecke'ts and pendants beneath the squared second story.
Windows are tall, narrow double-hung sash with one-over-one lights and plain surrounds, and the gables feature oblong windows with borders of small
square panes. A modern one-story covered porch and deck extend from the rear of the house. The house is maintained in good condition.

Major Bibliographic Referencea: (Include books. periodicals. manuscripts. newspapers.
legal documents, maps, photos, oral sources, etc.)

Pioneer Title Company Records.
Information from Imogene Ross, daughter of Mrs. John C. Ross.
Stevenson, Shanna "Victorian Olympia Walking Tour", 1981.



,

---- '

.--•--

',I •\ I: \

z


